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Case 2523 

Oncomera Stephens, 1829 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed designation of 
Dry ops femorata Fabricius, 1792 as type species 

Vladimir Svihla 

Narodni muzeum, odd . entomologie, Kunratice 1, 148 00 Praha 4, 
Czechoslovakia 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of Dryops femorata as type 
species of Oncomera , in accordance with the current usage; when proposing the genus 
Stephens had misidentified this species as Necydalis podagrariae Linnaeus, 1767, now 
placed in a different genus. 



1. Stephens (1829, p. 20) established the nominal genus Oncomera with the single 
included species Necydalis podagrariae Linnaeus, 1767 (p. 642). In 1832 Stephens (pp. 
57-58) gave a full description of his new genus, again with the same single included 
nominal species, but he noted ‘Linnaeus’s definition of Ne. podagrariae does not well 
accord with this species’. Clearly Stephens was beginning to consider the possibility 
that he had misidentified N. podagrariae in his earlier work. By 1839 (pp. 337-338) 
he seemed convinced of this and the single listed species under Oncomera was now 
Dryops femorata Fabricius, 1 792 (p. 74). Meanwhile, Westwood (1 838, p. 3 1 ) had in the 
previous year listed N . podagrariae as type species of Oncomera . 

2. Oedemera Olivier, 1789 (p. 31) has as type species Necydalis caerulea Linnaeus, 
1767 (p. 642). N. caerulea and N. podagrariae are held to be congeneric (see Svihla, 
1985 (p. 210), so that Oncomera Stephens and Oedemera Olivier would be subjective 
synonyms if Westwood’s listing of type species for the former genus were to be fol- 
lowed. However, Oncomera and Oedemera are always treated as clearly defined and 
distinct genera within the family oedemeridae, and for over 150 years Oncomera 
Stephens has been used solely in the sense of Dryops femorata Fabricius, 1 792 (a species 
widely distributed over a large part of Europe). Oncomera in the sense of Necydalis 
podagrariae would upset this long and well established usage. 

3. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous designations of type species for 
the nominal genus Oncomera Stephens, 1829 and to designate Dryops femorata 
Fabricius, 1792; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Oncomera 
Stephens, 1829 (gender: feminine), type species by designation under the 
plenary powers in (1) above, Dryops femorata Fabricius, 1792; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name femorata 
Fabricius, 1 792, as published in the binomen Dryops femorata, (specific name of 
the type species of Oncomera Stephens, 1829). 
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